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Lum
m

o
x in a cro

o
ked

 co
llar,

he lo
p

es in like a m
o

o
se o

n fire,
the red

 fuzz o
f his hair ag

lo
w

in the b
ar’s neo

n sig
nag

e, 
and

 the N
ecco

 w
afers o

f his eyes 
are so

 ro
und

 and
 b

lank he fails 
to

 no
tice o

ur stares.
H

aro
ld

’s in lo
ve.

H
e g

ulp
s. H

e g
lo

w
s. A

n o
d

o
r 

o
f p

o
m

eg
ranate trails b

ehind
 him

as he g
ro

p
es his w

ay to
 the g

irl
in the co

rner, kno
cks o

ver 
a chair, surrend

ers. She co
uld

w
rap

 his w
ho

le life up
 in b

ro
w

n p
ap

er,
send

 it anyw
here. H

e w
o

uld
n’t care.

H
aro

ld
’s in lo

ve.

She’s p
ale as a cand

le. H
er p

urse
em

b
ro

id
ered

 w
ith sp

irals and
 p

lanets
is b

ig
g

er than she is. B
ut her sharp

little chin p
o

ints to
w

ard
 him

, her hair
sp

ills o
ver his arm

. W
hen their hand

s 
entw

ine, g
reen tend

rils reach o
ut like ivy 

to
w

ard
 the rest o

f us. Im
ag

ine 
Sully’s Pub

 held
 fast in kud

zu vines. 

The lig
hts are b

uzzing
 strang

ely.
M

arty sw
ip

es at a sp
o

t o
n the co

unter
that’s alread

y clean, p
o

lishing
, 

p
o

lishing
. H

aro
ld

 and
 that g

irl 
lean to

w
ard

 each o
ther as the rest o

f us
ro

ll o
ur eyes, b

ut co
nversatio

ns
falter. W

e kno
w

 w
e’ve slep

t o
ur lives aw

ay 
and

 w
ill yo

u lo
o

k at tho
se tw

o
?

H
aro

ld
 in Lo

ve

U
N

D
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TH
E

P
O
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H

/  23

Yo
ur eyes chang

e d
aily, b

lue to
 g

reen
and

 b
ack, like a p

eb
b

le I o
nce held

, entirely m
ad

e o
f sea.

W
hat’s co

nstant – o
ur fo

o
lishness, its w

arp
 and

 w
eft,

its d
ailiness. If yo

u’d
 w

eave fro
m

 it a b
lanket,

it w
o

uld
 b

eco
m

e m
y o

nly co
m

fo
rt. Instead

 
yo

u leave yo
ur b

o
o

k o
f num

b
ers o

p
en near m

y chair

and
 w

histle yo
urself aw

ay. A
 traveler lifts his hand

to
 kno

ck. H
o

m
e, he says, is w

hat yo
u m

ust leave

in o
rd

er to
 feel its currents, its unrelenting

 d
raw

.
A

nd
 then he sig

hs, d
ro

p
s his scuffed

 leather case.

The valise o
p

ens and
 a b

ird
 rid

es o
ut o

n the w
ind

thro
ug

h a d
o

o
r that b

ang
s o

p
en ag

ain and
 ag

ain.

The curve o
f its flig

ht unfurls like sail o
r m

em
o

ry,
circles b

ack and
 hang

s in the air fo
r o

ne 

lo
ng

 m
o

m
ent as it w

o
nd

ers at fire in the w
ind

o
w

. 
E

verything
 leaves us, even the sun. A

nd
 d

usk 

is an anim
al w

ith d
ark, m

o
ist eyes. It co

m
es this clo

se, 
b

ut is never q
uite tam

ed
. The w

hiteness o
f a sing

le tree, 

unreeling
 its b

ark at tw
ilig

ht, is it a reflectio
n? Yo

u shrug
.

It hard
ly m

atters. The num
b

er o
f ato

m
s in the universe 

d
o

es no
t alter. B

ut I w
ant to

 kno
w

, if yo
u lo

o
k fo

r m
e 

a tho
usand

 years fro
m

 no
w

, w
here w

ill I b
e?

A
 B

o
o

k, A
 B

ird
, A

 Q
uestio

n
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