
Fo
r no

w
 the w

ar is silent,
fo

ld
ed

 o
n the co

ffee tab
le, inky sm

ud
g

e
o

f sm
o

ke, yo
ung

 m
an’s d

ark eyes 
left to

 stare at the ceiling
. 

To
m

o
rro

w
 he’ll b

e recycled
.

There are m
any w

ays to
 d

isap
p

ear

b
ut w

e’ve p
lanted

 o
urselves rig

ht here.
W

e’ve p
ainted

 o
ur living

 ro
o

m
 red

,
hung

 m
o

untains o
n the w

alls
and

 trees and
 clo

ud
s,

a few
 slend

er b
o

ats like the slim
m

est o
f m

o
o

ns
ro

cking
 o

n g
ray w

ater.

Tend
erness and

 Slaug
hter

I’ve nam
ed

 m
y tw

o
 hand

s. So
m

etim
es I need

 
to

 d
isap

p
ear, enter the m

ead
o

w
 and

 fo
llo

w
 it

into
 b

irches there ab
o

ve the co
uch. 

The yello
w

 leaves stir
and

 feathery g
rasses clutch b

riefly at m
y leg

s,
to

 see if I’m
 real.

That p
lace w

here nig
ht steals

o
ver so

ld
iers and

 m
y so

n’s strap
p

ing
 in

fo
r a m

issio
n, it’s w

here I d
o

n’t 
w

ant to
 g

o
. H

e flies alw
ays in d

arkness – 
hard

er to
 track him

 that w
ay.

There are g
o

o
d

 w
ays to

 d
isap

p
ear 

b
ut m

y heart is a d
esert. H

e m
o

ves thro
ug

h a heat 
rising

 up
, a rug

 he m
ust b

reathe thro
ug

h.

The ro
o

m
 insid

e m
e b

leed
s anew

,
m

urm
urs like a sto

ny stream
, w

hat if, w
hat if...

I sw
itch o

ff the lam
p

, b
ut its filam

ents 
crack and

 p
o

p
. This ro

o
m

, the ro
o

m
 w

ithin, 
p

aints itself. N
o

 need
 fo

r fixtures,

Living
 R

o
o

m
for O

w
en

it unsp
o

o
ls its o

w
n p

ictures, 
lo

ng
 rivers I travel all nig

ht. I ho
ld

 
a w

hite clo
th and

 g
ently w

ash an infant’s face. 
W

here has he g
o

ne?  I’m
 p

icking
 up

 sto
nes, 

w
eig

hing
 their heft, their talent fo

r d
am

ag
e. 

Fo
r ho

urs I lo
o

k fo
r lo

st lug
g

ag
e, trud

g
ing

 
thro

ug
h a city o

f b
ells, ring

ing
 and

 ring
ing

, 
g

o
ld

 d
o

m
es, and

 rub
b

le in the streets.

W
ithin m

e’s a ro
o

m
 o

f red
 heat 

and
 thing

s that flo
at like b

ats, all shad
o

w
.

W
hen I clo

se m
y eyes the stars

ap
p

ear. W
ith every b

reath firew
o

rks 
sizzle, even as the clutter o

f m
y life 

fad
es aw

ay. So
 m

any w
ays to

 d
isap

p
ear.

W
e d

o
n’t talk ab

o
ut fear

b
ut w

e’ve p
ainted

 o
ur living

 ro
o

m
 red

.
The m

antle’s b
o

ne w
hite, like the shelves

fo
r o

ur b
o

o
ks – a p

lace w
here m

em
o

ries 
rest. The b

eautiful trees rem
ain. 

A
nd

 the clo
ud

s rushing
 o

ver that lake, 
they’re sp

litting
 o

p
en; I w

atch them
 b

reak.
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