
 

 
VOCABULARY FOR BIENVENUE AU MUSÉE HILL-STEAD  

 
Academic art:  Art that conforms to the standards of the French Academy, the official body that 
promoted traditional art based on classical ideals during the nineteenth century. 
 
Animalier: French;  an artist who specializes in depicting animals. 
 
Artiste: French m/f; artist. 
 
Avant-garde: Artists or concepts of a strikingly new or radical nature for the time;  before the 
group or vanguard. 
 
Chef d’oevre: A masterpiece, especially in art or literature. 
 
École des Beaux-Arts: The national school of fine arts in France, founded in 1671. 
 
En Plein Air:  French; open air; painting out of doors. 
 
Estampes: French f, pl; prints. 
 
French Academy: The official, government-sponsored institution that controlled the arts in 
France, particularly during the 1800s.  The Academy ran the École des Beaux-Arts and the yearly 
art exhibition known as The Salon. 
 
Genre Painting: A term used to categorize paintings depicting scenes of everyday life. 
 
Grand Tour:  Initially, an extended tour of continental Europe considered a finishing course in 
the education of young men of the English upper class.  Subsequently, wealthy Americans 
traveled by steamship to Europe to enjoy the arts, culture, shopping and fine dining. 
 
Impressionist art: A style of art, which developed around 1870, generally devoted to subjects of 
leisure, the upper-middle class, and the city rendered in a naturalist manner often painted 
directly before nature, en plein air. A style known for its sketch-like brushwork and simplified 
forms, leaving the viewer with an “impression” of a scene rather than an immensity of detail, 
and a lack of traditional finish. Typically, this work is characterized by short brush strokes of 
bright colors in immediate juxtaposition to represent the effect of light on objects. 

 
In Situ: A latin phrase that translates to “on site” or “in position” and at Hill-Stead, refers to 
artwork placed in a home setting as it would have been enjoyed by the Pope family. 
 
Marine: French f; a  seascape. 
 
Objet d’art: French m; work of art 
 
Palette: The thin board or slab on which an artist lays and mixes colors; also, the range of colors 
used in a particular picture. 
 



 

Peintures: French f, pl; paintings 
 
Provenance: The history or ownership of a work of art from the time of its creation to the 
present. 
 
Salon: The official annual art exhibition in Paris first established in the seventeenth century by 
the French Art Academy. 


